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SOURCE The following report cornea from usually reliable, well informed 
sources. Paragraphs 1 to 3 are f romet CDTT source} paragraph 4 Is 
from a reliable SED source; paragraph 5 is from art SPD source* 

1. The article in the Telegraf on the subject of Ernst Lemmer *s cast, 
which appeared on 4 January, aroused a great deal of “bad ftsjeXAsig 
between the Executive Committee of the CDU and the SPD. The circum- 
stances leading up to the publication of the article are as follows: 

a) On 2 January, the editor of the Telegraf contacted Ernst Lemmer 
and notified him that he had received an article with certain infor- 
mation on him, that he was sending this article over to' Lemmer for 
him to read and comment upon before publishing It. At the same 
time he assured Lemmer that if he published the article, Lemmer 
would be accorded an equal amount of space in the Telegraf to answer 
the article, 

b) Lemmer got In touch with Jacob Kaiser, Chairman of the CDU, and 
notified him of these circumstances. Kaiser visited Dr, Suhr, 
Secretary- General of Berlin SPD, and made it clear to him that the 
facts mentioned in the article were already known and it would not 
serve any useful purpose to stir up this material again, since it 
might easily start a mud slinging battle between the different par- 
ties and the leading personalities. Suhr was in full agreement with 
Kaiser and assured him that he would do everything to stop the pub- 
lication of the article. 

/ ' 1 , 

c) The article, however, was published on 4 January. Kaiser went 
to see Suhr to find out why the article had been published. Suhr 
gave the following explanation which Kaiser accepted: 

d) Suhr contacted the editor of the Telegraf and asked him not to 
publish the article. The editor of the Telegraf said that the arti- 
cle had to bo published since it had already appeared in the foreign 
press. When Suhr asked him what foreign newspaper, the editor men- 
tioned a Belgian paper. Suhr, therefore, put in an urgent long dis- 
tance call to Brussels and got an assurance from the editor of the 
Telegraf thet the article would not be published until such time as 
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a check has been made with' Brussels.. Suhr waited until midnight of 
3 January for the long distance . call and after it had not come through 
assumed that it would not come and , therefore , according to agreement, 
the article would not bo published. The next day- when the article 
did ar/pear In the T elegraf . Suhr went over to see the editor of the 
Telegraf and protested against the handling of the matter . 



e) In the meantime. Per Abend approached Lemmer for an answer to -tefey 
the article in the Telegraf ,, "which Lemmer gave. When Lemmer wanted to 
put his reply in the Telegraf also, the editor refused to publish it, 
stating that Lemmer had already found space in Per Abend , 

On the evening of 4 January, the Russian Political Division in Karls - 
horst approached Lemmer and assured him of their complete backing and 
complete faith in him and of their disregard of the article, which had 
appeared in the Telegraf . 



After theart “clc in the Telegraf . the Central Committee of the c;DU 
appointed an investigating committee to look into the Lemmer case. 

The Political Division of SMA talked separately with Jacob Kaiser 
about the Lemmer crisis in a meeting on 9 January 1947 in Karlshorst. 
Kaiser was criticized for allowing an investigation in the Lemmer 
case. The Russian representatives stated that they have a feeling 
that the CDU Central Committee is getting much too western in its 
orientation, and that if Lemmer should be forced to resign they 
would have to regard the CDU Central Committee in Berlin as non= 
representative of the CDU in the Russian Zone., The Russians stated 
that they then would see themse3.ves forced to have the CDU of the 
provinces appoint a new Central Committee which would not be subject 
to western direction. In that case, the old CDU Central Committee 
would represent Berlin only and have no jurisdiction In the zone. 

In aii internal meeting between Kaiser and the top men of the CDU, it 
was decided to hold Lemmer, if at all possible, and not to give the 
Russians a chance to liquidate the CDU Central Committee in Berlin, 
The investigation committee had, therefore, been instructed to' pro- 
ceed with great caution. 



Field Comment s A reliable CDU source says the charges against Lemmer 
are confirmed by everyone L 'in the. know” 



The 3RD considers the Tele?graf 9 s attack on laramer a maneuver in con- 
nection with the coming FPGB elections. SED leaders speak openly of 
the fact that Lemmer is guilty of the charges against him. Never the ■=» 
less, the SED has decided tb support Lemmer indirectly, because it can 
eount on his support in the FDGB„ Wilhelm Pieck was at first at a loss 
as to what to do in the Lemmer case but finally helped to carry the 
decision not to attack him. 



Field Comment ; Source one reports that the FDGB wanted to send an SPD 
delegate from Berlin to the recent Trade Union Conference in Hannover. 
The SPD member refused to go (acting on instructions of Berlin SPD) „ 
Lemmer did attend the conference despite an SPD request not to. After= 
wards the SPD leaders in Berlin were criticized by the SPD in the 
western zones for exaggerating SED discrimination, since FDGB repre» 

. sen tat ion by a CDU leader ’ seemed to indicate a certain amount of "fair 
play” in the 'FDGB, 
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A reliable source reports, on 9 January, that Arno Scholz intends 
to press his attack against Lemmer in the Teleeraf . At present he 
is gathering material from the Pester Lloyd for which Lemmer worked 
during the war. Journalists and CDU people allegedly are offering 
Scholz more material against Lemmer. Kaiser originally told Scholz 
he would have to drop Lemmer; later, however, Kaiser changed his 
attitude completely. Scholz attributes this to Russian influence. 
Scholz expressed the opinion that the Russians desire to retain 
Lemmer in the FDGB as proof of its non-partisan character. 
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1. The article in the 



on the subject of BrnSt 



pibw's pastj’-fliich appeared on 4 January, aroused a great deal of 
bad blood between the executive committee of the CDU and the SPD. 
The circumstances leading up to the publication of the artiole are 
as follows* 



"•On 2 January, the editor of the Teleeraf contacted Ernst 
hammer and notified him that they had received an article with certain 
information on him, that he wgs sending this article over to Leaner 
for him to read and commezt upon before publishing it* At the same 
time he assured hammer that if he published the article, hemmer 
would be accorded an equal amount of space in the Telearaf to answer 
the article. 



hammer put himself in touch with Jacob Kaiser, Chairman of 
tha CDU, and notified him of these circumstances. Kaiser visited Dr. 
Suhr and made it clear to Dr. Suhr that the facts mentioned in the 
article were already known and that it would not serve any purpose to 
stir up this material again, since it might easily start a mud 
slinging between the different parties and the leading personalities. 
Suhr was in full agreement with Kaiser and assured him that ha would 
dp everything to stop the publication of the article. 

The article, however, was published on 4 January* Kaiser 
went to see Suhr to find out why the artiole had baan published. Suhr 
gave the following explanation which Kalsar believed* 

•Suhr contacted the editor ,of the Teleeraf and asked 
him not to publish tha article since it was not advisable to start 
political mud- throwing at this time. Tha editor of tha Telearaf said 
tha article had to be published since it had already appeared in the 

ss. When Suhr asked him what foreign newspaper, Idle editor 






mentioned a Belgian paper* Suhr, therefore, put in an urgent long 
distance call to Brussels and got tha assuranca from the aditor or 
the Talagraf that tha artiola would not ba publishad until such tima as 
a chack up had baan mpde with Brussels* Suhr waited until midnight of 
3 January for the long distance call and after it had not oome through 
assumed that it would not come and, therefore, according to agreement, 
tha article would not ba published* The next , day whan the article 
did appear in the Talagraf T Suhr went over to sea the aditor of the 
Talagraf and protested against tha handling of the matter* * 

A ' 

In the meanwhile, Par Abend approached Lemma r for an answer 
to tha article in tha Talagraf which Lemma r gave* Whan Lemmer wanted 
to put his reply in the Talagraf . also, tha aditor refused to publish 
it stating that Lemmer had already found space in ££2L*AkS£tH> 

2* On the evening of 4 January, tha Russian Political Division 
in Karlshorst, approached Lemmer and assured him of their complete 
backing and complete faith in him and of their disregard of the 
article which had appeared in the Talagraf . 
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or Barom jbeebait oomamy mot to ao# mm uxsb to tdk ahaot tho 
paUolas ef tha 880* fto British Qffiiar otatad to UJMtk that 
of tha 008 wdtt hot ho aajforto d hjr tha British daa to thaiif paot Mot any 
^ffy nmiffrmliwing wttftMfy 4 mto | liii tljM* A# n iMMfdL# 
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«ooh an Inpootant p o olt lo n at p r aoaa t * tho British Qffloor otatad that 8OTT 
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8a Aftar tha ««poo*» in tha TMUBAf* tha gaatool gonalttaa of tho 088 
appointed an investigation oaoadttOa to look into the IflMflPI oaoo* tho ffr— fttaa is 
sitting at pr o a ant and h^ao to nako its raport in tha Me ending 80 January* 



3* the Folitioal Division of KAKL8HQB8T in the — nwtvfl o ta lked ao p e r a t ol y 
with JAKOB KAXStt About tbs LSU3B eriaia* IB * weeting whidh took plane on 9 
Janaary * 1?U7 la KABX4BDB8T they started off by oritiojeeing UMB for his tlloartag 



an inveatigation In tha LBU3R oaee« they stated to tiJMWt that they baps a 
that tha CQ3D Qentrel ?0oanlttee was getting altogether too 




sod if TTWm whs forced to resign they would bare to regard the <B9 Qeutral des e rt t tee 
In Bi rl bb of QBO to thi BhB BBWKE MIp Btfirt-Kt 
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TerXegstr, fiir soziala Atti&abitfa.das zeitangaw is s«ns£#&|r 
w bewiliigea' soal«a..B©r " To* ‘ '"'" “ ’’ 

l-em e.abiilicJaen |^t'gi»gea|c6m4)Bii; sehr a r f ~~ 1 
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1. Kxnst. Learner. 



I Die Amgriffe des " Telegraph. 1 * auf Ernst Letmaer werden von alien 
Eingeweihten be statigt .1. soil Ms zaa Schltiss der Nazizeit 
das Bild von Ribbentrop auf seinem Schreibtiseh zu stehan ge=* 
habt und auch gate Beziehargeh zu der Pressestelle de s Aaswart ig ea 
Amts gehaht habezt.Er genoss auch den Vorzug d«r sogenaianten 
Diplomat enverpflegung. journalisten, die mit ihm im Krieg® zusammen 
kamen ,beatatigen,daS ihm das Pr opagandami'nister ium bis Krlegsende 
einev^agen zur Yertugun^ gestellt hat. 

2. Karl Bramm&r. 

In manchen CDH-Kreisen befiirchtet man,dafi auch gegan Bramm®r 
Angriff e erf olgen kbnnten. 

Karl Brammsr,geb. 11.7«91»Yor dem Krieg® Herauageb®* der Pemokra* 
tischen Korreepondenz, die sehr gates Material im Sinn® der damaligei 
Demokratisciaen Partei bracht® .Blieb auch in der F&zizeit Beeucher 
der Pressekonf erenz und gab nach dem Eiagehen der D«mokr . Kor r e a= 
poadeaz die n Fachrichten fiir Sippenf orschang " und im Krieg® 
Hachriehtendienste fiir die Tfehrmacht heraus.Fach dem Krieg® 
stellv. Chefredakteur des CDB-Parteiorgans ” Neue Zerfc* und Mit* 
glied der CDU. 

Aus seiner <$,ntinationalsozial3tischen G-esinnung hat Bvammer 
niemals einen Hehl gemacht ,aber dennoch hat er,um sein Leben zu 
f ristan,Fachricht enblatter herausgegeben, di« Fazipropaganda* 
material verbreiteten. 



MG® 9tm 

PRIORITY ( HANDLE FIRST) 



T)tm *4 



m.'M&G-iqtr 




S E C R B T 



PETER REPORT COVER SHEET 



SUBJECT 



REPORT HO.. B MB 

DATE : 13 Jan. 1947 

Pol/SED/Meeting of Executive 
Committees views on Trade Tjnions 



SOURCE 



SUBSOURCE 



DATE OF IHFORMATION 
DATE OF SOURCES REPORT:.. 
EVALUATION . 

COMMENT 



C. j 

3-10 Jan. 1947 
B-2 

Note attitude in Lemmer ease 




r*>, 

9er f art ei dot stand der~S f9~ Hal '"sieh in seinen lstztiaiie'hig&te 
Sitzungsn uni Bsspr eehung en nit dsn bsiien in To Tier grand st shen 
dsn fTQbl@ip.sn besehaftigt :i@n ffahlen in F9QB uni dei feat soft - 



lani.be.spr eehnng set. 

Zu den Qe&erksehafts&ahlen i st its SS9 nit U irm 

»$ozialpolitischm Riehtlini em» hsrdarg etr-etm, die tm resent- 

\ 

lichen sine Arbeit von faul Uerker sini. f Verof f entlieht in 
»Meu sn Rents chi and* von 7 .Ban&ar.J In farteivor stani herr- 
sehte im ubri§@n einsa zienliche Mi sstinnung fiber dim biii ertge 
Lassigkeit ism T9SB in der Zusannenarbeit nit der far tsi.ls 
soil f@rs9T§ 8 getroffen aerim, dass die ferbiniunf dsi ffihrsn 
ien $i9*&@ti)#rk sohaftler zun fart eivor stand enger air d uM dass 
vqt alien aueh die bisher unzulangliehe fressest@lldi.es FIGS 
funter ier Leitung van leinburgerj cm<sgebaut litri.In fibrigm 



auT&e in farteivor stand dsr Stanipunkt vertr et&n uM g ebilli&t 
dass der Wahlkanpf ni Ut als ein lamp f' Bfimalek contra SuTir 
§ sffihrt rnerien kannf aie ss bis jetzt manehnal anssabj t sowierm 
dass neue Arg uemente in den lamp f g efuhrt nerden nfis$@n*Mi@ 
inner, unenn von anierer ,gegneri sche:r Seite lanngst die Often** 
sivs srgrif fen tiurde, trat auoh dissmal tiieder die ferderung aaf, 
offensiv vorzug ehen:nnd das sei nur n hi t&h, tDsnn nan in die 
Betriebe gmhe, lie Berliner Betriebe, htess ee, nfisstm mebili* 
siert i^rien uni dort nfisste nan die Arbeit erscha ft z'% einer 
Stsllungnahns Zur bi sherig m. Geaerksehafts politik veranlassen , 
9abet kfinne menu nit einer iurehaus kanpfg emilltm Sehcsr si eft ere* 
Tunktienare rschnen. die vor den Arb&Lt ern ias bisher van T9GB 

m>r$% 




trrsiohts friar herav. szustsllen Jiatt en,gl elehzei ti'.g absr amft 
sslbstkriti seh avftraten writer Betonung dessm, was noeh in der 
Zukwnft err ring en jerden uni gesehehen mu see* Pas » Is® Beutseh** 
land* Juris aiifgefordert , seine B. or i eh t er s tattling Ste r Gewerkseha 
§ragen v.ntsr be.sonierer Berieksiehtigvng der Betri& spr obi erne 
bedeutend zu ver stark en, 

Bie Siivimng in fart eivor stand, in dem in tmroer fihJbarer^ 
\ iiassQ G£@tjJo]il d±e sntjehei^^ fiolie spteit , jar be i der 
1 Erort ernng dsjt F B&B-ffahl m ziemlieh unerfreulteh uni gereizt, 

Bazu beigetrag en. hat zseifellos der Fall Lemmer, der vom »Iele» 

I Utaf” z ioeif silo s aueh ah $■ Spr eng bomb e im lam'pf uv i die Geaerk — 

I sehaften beabsiehtigt Jar.Bie StB hat sieh in der Sr&rterwng 

| dieses Falles tie Frage vor§ el egt ,uas in Aug enb lick fir sie 

| t 

j und im Inter esse der tinheit der Gienerksehaf ten vorteilfi after 

j i si : die Yerairfe gegen Lemmer nieht zu Sbersefcem, absr~ flffr- 

i „ 

j moh nieht et>s>a zu unt er stutz en, &ier Lemmer fallen zu iasssm. 

Fart eivor stand mrie der Tall sehr lebhaft er@rtert,nieman& 
4!$§ehte ein Behl daraus, dass Lemmer zseif ellos schioer belastet 

hat sieh der fart eivor stand dak i n entsehiedm, 

|§||* sieh aus in keiner ffeise in den tall Lemmer aktib einzufreif'ei, 
die Austragung ies Falles der CB9 unci den FB&B zu iber* 
'^WBm9;9n . is ist also nieht zu smarten, Cass die SSB im Falls 
et ida mie im Fall des Br ♦ trust oder des St ait rat es 
BfJ&ms v orgehen lirti.Zemm-er ist im Augenbliek des lampfes um. 

' ;fg4^&e»tTk sehaft en uni um die finheit der Geioerk sehaften 

i§,als dass man einen so blamablen Abgang dieses Mannes 



meek t e, tie StB hat sieh also filer fur die folitik des 



Wn Bebels entsehiedm., das hsisst, da fur, Lemmer zu- 
imiirekt zu stutz en uni zu haltem.Allmahlieh ist mam 






im SS9- for st anti, etnas nervos getierd'-n fiber diehaufigm 
■polit isehsn, latastroph en wit GH-Leut&v., die desk all gar 
nieht ’.oillkonin en sind, ne.il nan nit ien lai ser-seh en »ehrist*> 
liehen $dzialisnus»,so nisdrig nan ihn in Nirkl iehkeit ein~ 
sehatzt, doeh no eh palit isehe Qes-ehaf t e naeh en zu konnen hotft: 

1 . g e§ en Adenauer uni 2, dureh He Aufreehterhaltung der Bloek- 
politik in ier Osizone. Besonder s N. Pieek : J)ar filer den Fall 
Lemwier zunaclri staas ratlo&f trug al er dann ent sole id end nit 
zu dsr ab'J)art enden , neutral en Maltung eiin , die der Parteivorstam 
fur die Behandlung ies T all es Lewimer besehlo ss . j 
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C — ZJ 

9 Jan. 1947 

B-3 Subsouree: C 
Disguise origin 



Betrifft: Ernst L e o m e r 




Wie ich heute von Arno Scholz hoere, ist er gewillt , den Angriff 

gegen Ernst Lemmer fortzusetzen. Scholz ist zurzeit dabei, neues 

Beweismaterial aus dem Pester Lloyd herbeizuschaffen. Interessant ist, 

dass sich Presseleute und auch Angehoerige der CDU bei Scholz mit be- 

lastenden Angaben hgxx&Kfrgfc gegen Lemmer melden. So ist Scholz raitgeteilt 

worden, dass ein frueherer Pressechef , - dessen Namen ich nicht raehr 

erinner§,4er jetzt in Holland arbeitet - geaeussert haben soil, er be- 

etwa 19U3 

trachte es ads seine Aufgabe, Lemmer unmoeglich zu machen, well ateser/ 
n&ch einer Diskussion mit It Presseleuten deren Verhaftung am naechsten 
Tage veranlasst haben soli. Ausserdem sollen fuehrende CDU-Leute Scholz 
ihre Sympathie bei seinem Vorgehen gegen Lemmer ausgedrueckt haben. Die 
Namen der Betreffenden vrollte Scholz noch nicht angeben. Er erzaehlte 
aber in diesem Zusammenhang, dass Jakob Kaiser bei Beginn der Presse- 
. ve roe ffentlic hung geaeussert habe, Ernst Lemmer sei nicht zu halten. 

Erst spaeter habe sich Kaisers Einstellung grundlegend geaendert. 

Scholz fuehrt diese Meinungsaenderung auf russischen Einfluss zurueck. 
Beach tenswert ist ja auch das eigentlich unmotivierte Auftreten des 
FDGB fuer Lemmer. Scholz vertritt die Ansicht, dass die Russen, abge- 
sehen von allem anderen, daran interessiert Sind, Lemmer im FDGB zu hal- 
. ten, um diesem dadurch den nach dem Ausscheiden von Suhr so bitter 
notwendigen Anstrich der Ueberparteilichkeit zu betvahren. 



B., den 9.1. U7 




